Approved For ReleasE 2001/04/20 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600070095-5

IDEA-0207
Copy // of L1
3 Merch 1961
MEMORANDUM FOR : Deputy Director of Becurity
SUBJECT . Status of Pilot Assessment Program, Project IDEALIST
REFERENCE : A. Operations Policy Letter No. 12, dated 4 December 1960

B. Memorandum from ASST CH/DPD %o Deputy Pirector of
Security, dated 9 Jamuary 1961; Subject: "Assessment
of Pilote Involved in Ovexflight of the Soviet Bloe”

1. In the interests of clarification, I believe s few polnts brought
out in Refevence B should be somevhst amplified. First of all, it was our
intention that the proposed sssessment im this instance be limited to pilot
personnel of Project IDEALIST. We are currently engaged in an acrose-the-
board sereening of the ten remaining IDEALIET pilots, with a view to materi-
ally reducing their mmber to conform with the delimited mission of that
Project.

25X1A

2. This present screening program is felrly well along as of this dete,
and inciudes not only the results provided by N - ° outlined in
paragreph 2, Reference B, but isputs from unit ecompanders dealing with copera-
tional considerations, updated security and CI records, and medical informa~
tion brought out in an extensive physiologieal rescreening undettaken by the
Lovelsce Clinie in Albuguerque, Hew Mexico. This phase of our plemmed reducs
tion program will not be completed for eeveral months.

3. The action suggested by paragraph 2, Reference B, will necesanrily
come after the IDEALIST pilots are seduced from their present mumbers, and
prior %o such time ss sy operstional flights of the Soviet Bloc are actively
considered. In other words, I®PD plans to effect reduction of pilet strength
simply as an in-house administrative action, lsaving any more formal consid-
eration of risk of capture factors, ss outlined in Reference A, %0 a later
dste. As soon as we have a clearer picture of the time enveloped for our
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1 4o not believe
i 1 shall be in touch with you. In the meantime,

| :gﬁi:n;; any requirement for immediate action on your part, mor rgn;h;

| part of any Agency slement acting in support to you under your risk o
capture respousibllities.

JAMES A. CUNNINGHAM, JR.
‘ Assistant Chief
FD-0D/P

Attachment
Ope Policy Letter No. 12

! DPistribution:
1 1 - Addressee, w/att
25X1A 2 - 0CX

i 3 -~
| Lk - ¢/u8, w/o att
i 5 - ASST CH/DPD, w/o att

att
, w/o att

6 - AC/DPD, w/o att

7 - DPD/SO, w/o att

8 - ¢/DPD/OPS, w/o att
‘ 9 - DPD/INTEL, w/o att
% 10 - DPD/PERS, w/o att
| 11 - DPD/RI, w/o att

DPD-DD/P : JACunningham, Jr./mg
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